
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 




The objects sought in Decorative 
Planting are various. The simple 
pleasure of working among and de- 
veloping beautiful natural produc- 
tions is one ; the desire to make one's 
place elegant and attractive to other's 
eyes, and therefore a source of pride 
to the possessor, is also one of the 
strongest objects with many. To 
have a notably large variety of flow- 
ers, shrubs, or trees is a very com- 
mon form of planting enthusiasm ; 
and the passion for some special and 
complete display of certain species 
of flowers (florists' hobbies) is another. Finally, and 
highest of all, is the appreciation of, and desire to create 
with verdant N attire, charming effects of sun- 
light and shadow, or lovely examples, in min- 
iature, of what we call landscapes. Decora- 
tive Planting should have for its highest 
aim the beautifying of Home. In combina- 
tion with domestic architecture, it should 
make every man's home a beautiful picture. 
As skilful stonecutting, or bricklaying, or 
working in wood, does not make of the ar- 
tizan an architect, or his work a fine art, so 
the love of trees, shrubs, and flowers, and 
their skilful cultivation, is but handling the 
tools of the landscape gardener — it is not 
gardening, in its most beautiful meaning. 
The garden of the slothful, overgrown with 
weeds and brambles, could not have been 
much more ugly to look upon than many 
flower-gardens, in which the whole area is a 
wilderness of annuals and perennials, of all 
sorts and sizes and conditions of life, full of 
beautiful bloom, if we examine them in detail, and 
yet, as a whole, repulsive to refined eyes as a cob- 
webbed old furniture museum, crammed with hetero- 
geneous beauties and utilities. Such gardens cannot 
be called decorative planting. They are merely bou- 
quet nurseries of the lowest class, or botanical mu- 
seums. Neither the loveliness of flowers, nor the 
beauties of trees and shrubs, alone, will make a truly 
beautiful place, unless arranged so that the special 
beauty of trees, plants, and flowers is subordinated 
to the general effect. An attempt to make good pic- 
tures by hap-hazard applications to the canvas of the 
finest paint colors, is not much more sure to result 
in failure than the usual mode ot filling yards with 



choice trees, shrubs, and flowers. It is as 
easy to spoil a place with too many flowers 
as to mar good food with a superfluity of 
condiments. The same may be said of a 
medley plantation of the finest trees or 
shrubs. Numbers will not make great 
beauty or variety ; on the contrary, they 
will often destroy both. That is the best 
art which produces the most pleasing pic- 
tures with the fewest mate- 
rials. Milton, in two short 
lines, thus paints a home : 

" Hard by a cottage chimney smokes, 
From between two aged oaks." 

Here is a picture ; two trees, a cottage, 
and green sward — these are all the ma- 
terials. Unfortunately the "two aged 
oaks," or their equivalents, are not at 
hand for all our homes. 

Has the reader ever noticed some 
remarkably pleasant old home, where little care 
seemed taken to make it so ; and yet with an air of 
comfort, and even elegance, that others, with wealth 
lavished upon them, and a professional gardener in 
constant employ, with flowers, and shrubs, and trees 
in profusion, yet all failing to convey the same im- 
pression of a pleasant home? Be assured that the 
former (though by accident it may be) is the better 
model of the two. A well-cut lawn, a few fine trees, 
a shady back-ground with comfortable-looking out- 
buildings, are the essentials; and walks, shrubs, 
and flowers, only the embellishments and finishing 
touches of the picture. Only the finishing touches 
— but what a charm of added expression and beauty 






not either devoid of fine tastes, or miserly, desire to 
have as much beauty around them as they can pay 
for and maintain ; but few persons are familiar with 
the means which will gratify this desire with least 
strain on the purse. Two men of equal means, with 
similar houses and grounds to begin with, will often 
show most diverse results for their expenditures ; 
one place soon becoming home-like, quiet, and ele- 
gant in its expression, and the other fussy, cluttered, 






there may be in those perfecting strokes ! How a 
verdant gate-way arcK frames the common walk into 
a picture view ; how a long opening of lawn gives 
play-room for the sunlight to smile and hide among 
the shadows of bordering shrubs and trees; how an 
opening here, in the shrubs, reveals a pretty neigh- 
borhood vista ; how a flower-bed there, brightens the 
lawn like a smile on the face of beau- 
ty ; how a swing suspended from the 
strong, outstretched arm of a noble 
tree attracts the children, whose ever- 
changing groups engage the eye and 
interest the heart ; how a delicate fo- 
liaged tree, planted on yonder margin, 
glows with the light of the 
afternoon sun, or with 
airy undulations trembles 
^ 9Siv,, ' against the twilight sky, 
- ; -' -;',- ■?- till it seems neither of the 

earth or the sky, but a 
spirit of life wavering be- 
tween earth and heaven ! 
Having defined Deco- 
rative Planting to be the 
art of picture making, wo 
will next say a little on 
the laying out of home 
grounds, etc. 

It is always a difficult 
matter to keep the happy 
medium between extrav- 
agance and parsimony. 
This uncertainty will be 
felt by every business 
man of moderate means 
who begins the expendi- 
tures about a suburban 
home. All men, who are 



and unsatisfactory. The latter has probably cost 
the most money; it may have the most trees, and 
the rarest flowers ; more rustic work, and vases, and 
statuary; but the true effect of all is wanting. The 
difference between the two places is like that be- 
tween the sketch of a trained artist, who has his 
work distinctly in his mind before attempting to re- 
present it, and then sketches it in simple, clear out- 
lines ; and the untutored beginner, whose abundance 
of ideas are of so little service to him that he draws, 
and re-draws, and rubs out again, till it can hardly be 
told whether it is a horse or a cloud that is attempted. 
If the reader has any doubt of his own ability to ar- 
range his home grounds with the least waste expend- 
iture, he should ask some friend, whose 
good taste has been proved by trial, to com- 
mend him to some sensible and experienced 
designer of home-grounds. 

It may be set down as a fair approxima- 
tion of the expense of good ground im- 
provements, that they will require about 
one-tenth of the whole cost of the build- 
ings. Premising that the erection of the 
the dwelling generally precedes the princi- 
pal expenses of beautifying the grounds, 
this amount will be required during the two 
years following the completion of the house. 
If the land must be cleared of rocks, or 
much graded, or should require an unusu- 
ally thorough system of tile-drainage, that 
proportion might be insufficient ; but if the 
ground to be improved is in good shape, 
well drained, rich, and furnished with trees, 
a very much smaller proportion might be 
and almost the only needful expense, would 
be that which would procure the advice and direc- 
tion of some judicious landscape gardener. As a 
good lawyer often best earns his retainer by advising 
against litigation, so a master of gardenesque art 
may often save a proprietor enough, to pay for all 
that is needed, by advising him what not to attempt. 



enough ; 
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To make the most of common and in- 
expensive materials requires the same 
culture of the eye and the mind, as the 
manipulation of those less common. 
The most needed advice to novices in 
suburban home-making is this : if you 
can afford to spend but little on your 
grounds, study with the greater care 
what beauty outside of them can be 
made a part of the outlook from them ; 
do not introduce anything which will 
J convey the impression that you desire 
to have anything look more expensive 
than it really is ; dispense with walks 
and drives except where they are re- 
quired for the daily comfort of your 
family ; eschew rustic ornaments, un- 
less of the most substantial and un- 
showy character, and in shadowy loca- 
tions ; avoid spotting your lawn with 
garish carpentry, or plaster, or marble 
• images of any kind, or those lilliputian 
caricatures on Nature and Art called 
rockwork ; and, finally, by the exquisite 
keeping of what you have, endeavor to 
create an atmosphere of refinement 
about your place, such as a thorough 
lady housekeeper will always throw 
around her house, however small or 
plain it may be. 

As the wife and family are the home- 
bodies of a residence, the business man 
of a city who chooses a home out of it 
should feel that he is not depriving 
them of the pleasures incident to good 
neighborly society. During his daily 
absence, while his mind is kept in con- 
stant activity by hourly contact with 
his acquaintances, the family at home 
also need some of the enlivening in- 
Nflnencjes of easy intercourse with their 
equals, and should not be expected to 
find entire contentment in their house- 
hold duties, with no other society, day 
after day, than that of their own little 
circle, and the voiceless beauty of 
grass, flowers and trees. A throng of 
arguments for and against what is 
vaguely called country life suggest 
themselves, but choosing a home out 
of the city simply because it can be se- 
cured more cheaply than in it, is not 
the kind of plea for a suburban life 
which we would present, yet we urge 
that, at a given cost of home and living, 
it yields a far greater variety of health- 
ful pleasures, and a fuller, freer, happier 
life for man, woman and child, than a 
home in the city. 



* From " Suburban Home Grounds," by 
F. J. Scott. New York: D. Appleton & Co. 



The series of Rip Van Winkle groups, by John 
Rogers, is just completed. Acceptable to all sec- 
tions of our country, we predict for these last ef- 
forts of Mr. Rogers' genius an immense success. 
This artist's name is already a household word in 
America, and The Aldine considers the placing, 
through its Premium List, of a large number of 
these beautiful groups in homes in remote sections 
of our country, by no means its least important 
success in the diffusion of art knowledge. 



Atlantic Essays. By Thomas Wentworth 
Higginson. Boston: James R. Osgood & Co. 

Castilian Days. John Hay. Boston : James 
- R. Osgood & Co. 

How To Do It. By Edward Everett Hale. 
James R. Osgood & Co. 



PUBLISHERS' CORNER. 



LOGANSPORT, Aug., l8, 187I. 

Messrs. Sutton & Co.; I am an admirer of 
The Aldine. I take great delight in its elegant 
pages, and heartily wish it unbounded success. 
Will you be kind enough to insert the annexed 
paragraph ? It may have some effect, when a 
communication from a publisher, addressed to 
any one contributor, would only cause the thinly 
nostriled nose to assume a slightly elevated atti- 
tude. You cannot be unaware of the want com- 
plained of. 

For the possible good of magazine literature, 
I hope this will not find a short and quick route 
to the waste basket. Hastily, 

A Subscriber. 

The magazine is the avenue through which 
the cultivated and vigorous thinker finds, or 
should find, accessjo the nation's mind. News- 
papers furnish us facts and statistics; the pe- 



riodicals should supply reflections and theories. 
We people are occupied with the feeding and 
clothing of ourselves and with providing for our 
children, and have little time to philosophize. 

We look for something at the end of each 
month, beside jingle and rhythm. Beautiful lan- 
guage is always admirable, and when it con- 
tains thought is always acceptable, but we crave 
with it something nourishing. What would an 
empty oyster-shell, elegantly polished, be to a 
hungry man ? 

Contributors treat of trifles and expect us to 
be satisfied because they do it musically. They 
occupy space for which we pay, and improve 
[abuse] the opportunity to bore us with polished 
mental poverty. Give us more meat. 

Many writers have of late cultivated a sugar- 
coated-pill sort of style. The only unfitness of 
the figure is that the coat contains no pill. 

Society needs purgatives as well as food. 



Notice.— A person styling himself J. Hender- 
son Browne — medium height, slightly built, dark 
complexion, side whiskers and hair parted in 
the middle, of rather genteel address and repre- 
senting himself as having been in the civil service 
of Great Britain — is not connected with The 
Aldine, or authorized to represent us in any 
way. 

JAMES SUTTON & CO., 
New York, Sept. i, 1871. 
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BROWN BROTHERS & CO., 

59 WALL ST., N. Y. 
Bills of Exchange on Great Britain, and Ireland, 
Commercial and Traveling Credits issued, availa- 
ble in any part of the world Telegraphic Trans- 
fers of M6ney made to and from London and Liver- 
pool. Advances made on Cotton and other produce. 



PHILADELPHIA. 
NEW YORK. > WASHINGTON. 



In connection with the house of 
JAY COOKE, McCULLOCH & CO., 

No. 41 Lombard St. % London^ 
we are prepared to purchase and sell 

STERLING EXCHANGE, 

to issue Commercial Credits and Circular Letters for 

Travelers, available in all parts 

of the worlds 

TO EXECUTE ORDERS IN SECURITIES, 

TO MAKE CABLE TRANSFERS OF MONEY, 

and to transact any business pertaining to an 

American Banking House in London. 

JAY COOKE & CO. 



Banking House of Henry Clews & Co., \ 
32 Wall St., N. Y. ' f 

Letters of Credit for - travelers, also Commercial 
Credits issued, available throughout the world. 

Bills of Exchange on the Imperial Bank of London, 
National Bank of Scotland, Provincial Bank of Ire- 
land, and all their branches. 

Drafts and Telegraphic Transfers on Europe, San 
Francisco, the West Indies, and all parts of the United 
States. 

Deposit accounts received in either Currency or 
Coin, subject to check at sight, which pass through 
the Clearing-House as if drawn upon any city bank ; 
4 per cent, interest allowed on all daily balances ; Cer- 
tificates of Deposit issued ; Notes, Drafts and Cou- 
pons collected; advances made on approved collat- 
erals and against merchandise consigned to our care. 

Orders executed for Investment Securities and Rail- 
road Iron. 

CLEWS, HABICHT & CO., 

11 Old Broad St., London. 



Lockwood&Co. 

BANKERS, 
No. 92 Broadway, N. Y. 



Banking House of 

Edward Haight & Co, 

No. 9 WALL STREET, N. Y. 
Interest allowed on Deposits. 



BANKING HOUSE OF 

GEO. OPDYKE & CO. 

25 Nassau St., cor. Cedar. 

DEPOSITS received from Individuals, Firms, 
Banks. Bankers, and Corporations, subject to check at 
sight, and interest allowed at the rate of Four per 
cent, per annum. CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT 
issued, bearing Four per cent, interest, payable on 
demand, or after fixed dates. COLLECTIONS made 
on all accessible points in the United States, Canada 
and Europe. Dividends and Coupons also collected, 
and all most promptly accounted for. ORDERS 
promptly executed, for the purchase and sale of Gold ; 
also, Government and other Securities, on commis- 
sion. INFORMATION furnished, and purchases or 
exchanges of Securities made for Investors. NEGO- 
TIATIONS of Loans, and Foreign Exchange effected. 



DUNCAN, SHERMAN & CO. 

11 NASSAU ST., N. Y. CITY. 

ISSUE CIRCULAR NOTES AND CIRCULAR 
LETTERS OF CREDIT, available and payable in 
all the principal cities of the world; also, special 
credits for use in the United States, Canada, and West 
Indies. 

Telegraphic Transfers of Money to and from Lon- 
don, Paris, San Francisco, Havana. &c. 

Current accounts received on such terms as may be 
agreed upon. 



E. RIMMEL, 

PARIS, LONDON, BRUSSELS, 

PERFUMER BY SPECIAL APPOINTMENT TO 

H. R. H. THE PRINCESS OF WALES. 



TOILET VINEGAR, 

Superior to Eau de Cologne for all toilet and sanitary 
' purposes. 

PURIFIED EXTRACT OF LIME- 
JUICE AND GLYCERINE, 

For cleansing the hair and giving it a beautiful gloss, 

without greasing it. Exquisitely cool 

and refreshing. 

EXTRACTS ANEMBOUQUETS FOR 

THE HANDKERCHIEF. 

Ihlang-Ihlang, White Rose, Jockey Club, &c. 

WHITE ROSE DENTIFRICE SOAP, 

Far Superior to any Tooth Powder. 

Gives the Teeth a pearl-like whiteness, protects the 

enamel from decay, and imparts a pleasing 

fragrance to the breath. 

Sold by all Druggists. 

Special Representatives for the United States, 

Edwardes & Russell, 

No. 38 Vesey St , New York. 



LIFE INSURANCE. 



CONTINENTAL 

Life Insuzance Co. 

OF 

Hartford, Conn. ° 



INCORPORATED MAY, 1862. 

Assets, January 1st, 1871, . $2,080,260.20 
Ratio of Assets to Liabilities, . $150.41 



The Original " Continental." 



JOHN HANCOCK 

MUTUAL 

Life Insurance Co. 

BOSTON, MASS. 

(Organized as the exponent of the Massachusetts 
"Non-Forfeiture" Law.) 



Hon. GEO. P. SANGER, Pres't. 

FARNHAM PLUMMER, Vice-Pres't. 
GEORGE B. AGER, Secretary. 

ELIZUR WRIGHT, Actuary. 

Dividends are declared annually, after the first pay- 
ment, available immediately as Cash in payment ot 
Premium, or to increase the amount of Insurance, at 
the option of the Insured. Six Dividends have been 
paid since the Company's organization in 1863, or 

ONE FOR EVERY YEAR OF BUSINESS. 

All Policies Non-Forfeitable after ONE payment. 
All Cash Policies are entitled to a Paid-up Policy 
after ONE Payment. 



BRICE COLLARD, General Agent, 

Branch Office, 155 BROADWAY, 
New York City% 
Agents wanted.— Apply as above. 



Knickerbocker 

LIFE INSURANCE CO. 



Principal Office: 

No. 161 BROADWAY. 



Assets, May, 1870, - #7,550,000.00 
Ann , l Income for 1869, 5,041,000.00 
Total amount insured, 70,000,000.00 
New Policies issued in 1869, 9,040 



ERASTUS LYMAN, President 
GEO. T. SNIFFEN, Secretary. 

E. W. DERBY, M.D., Cons'g Physician. 



The Mutual 

Life Insurance Co. 

OF NEW YORK, 

Nos. 144 & 146 BROADWAY. 



F. S. WINSTON, President. 



Cash Assets, 



$40,000,000. 



Invested in Loans on Bond and Mortgage, or United 
States Stocks. 



Issues every approved description of Life and En- 
dowment Policies on selected lives, at MODERATE 
RATES, returning all surplus annually to the Policy- 
holders, to be used either in payment of premiums, 
or to purchase additional insurance, at the option of 
the assured. 



OFFICERS: 
RICHARD A. McCURDY, Vice-Prest. 
JOHN M. STUART, Secretary. 

F. SCHROEDER, Ass't Secretary. 
SHEPPARD HOMANS, Actuary. 

LEWIS C. LAWTON, Ass't Actuary. 



Issue all desirable forms of Policies. 
Part Note, with Percentage Dividends. 
All Cash, with Contribution Dividends: 
Extra Risks Pay Extra Premiums. 
No Days of Grace Allowed. 



SAMUEL E. ELMORE, President. 
F. D. DOUGLASS, Secretary. 
H. R. MORLEY, Actuary. 
P. M. HASTINGS, M. D.. Med. Examiner. 



Continental 

Life Insurance Co. 

OF NEW YORK, 
Offices : 26 Nassau St., cor. Cedar. 



OFFICERS: 
JUSTUS LAWRENCE, President. 
M. B. WYNKOOP, Vice-President. 
J. P. ROGERS, Secretary. 

S. C CHANDLER, Jr., Actuary. 

E. HERRICK, M.D., Med. Examiner. 



DIRECTORS: 
James B. Colgate. . . .of Trevor & Colgate, Bankers. 

Chauncey M. Depew. . Late Secretary of State. 

Justus Lawrence .President. . 

Joseph T: Sanger Merchant, 45 Liberty Street. 

Rev. Henry C Fish, D.D Newark, New Jersey. 

Richard W. BoGART.of O. M. Bogart & Co., Bankers. 
Luther W.Frost ;... New York, 



No. of Policies issued in 1870, . 12,537 

Total Policies issued, 35,000 

Assets, $4,600,000 00 



GUARDIAN 

Mutual Life Ins. Co., 

2$ 1 Broadway, N. Y. 
Assets, . . $2,000,000 



All Approved Forms of Insurance Issued. 

All Policies Non-forfeitable by their terms. 

Liberal Modes for the Payment of 

Premiums. 



ANNUAL DIVIDENDS. 



The entire profits of the company will be 
divided equitably among the Insured. 



W. H. PECKHAM, President. 

WM. T. HOOKER, Vice-President. 

L. McADAM, Secretary. 



PHCENIX 

Mutual Life Insurance Company 
OF HARTFORD, CONN. 



ASSETS, 



$5,500,000. 



Issues all Forms of Life and Endowment 
Policies on ALL CASH or Half Note Plan. 

Nearly all Restrictions on Business and 
Travel Removed. 

Dividends have uniformly been fifty per cent 
on the full amount of Premium paid 

Dividends may be applied to increase the 
Insurance, or to reduce the Premium, as the 
applicant may elect. 

J. F. BURNS, E. FESSENDEN, 

Secretary. President. 

Branch Office: 153 Broadway, N. Y. 

A. C. GOODMAN, Resident Director. 



